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To the Committee of Adjustment, 

I am writing with this comment against the proposed severance at 386 Wilcox Street, to be considered on June 4th, file number B-
2026-00011. 

I know many residents are concerned by the proposed usage for the severed lands to create a data centre campus with an emphasis
on the potential for AI data centres. 

But I think that it is important to highlight in addition to any potential negative outcomes from future proposed development, that this
severance should be denied today on the basis of what it means for the prospects of contamination and remediation for the subject
lands. 

The original parcel was bought despite the known high levels of contaminants and the significant amount of remediation work that
would be required. The incentive for acquiring the land anyways despite these known challenges was the infrastructure assets, water
taking permits, potential for additional electricity allocation, etc. that came as benefits to the land owner. The tradeoff for these benefits
is the remediation from the long history of the previous owner operating a highly polluting steel mill, and the industrial legacy even
before that. 

By allowing the new owners to sever the land into two parcels, it allows the company to retain the majority of the assets which are
benefits to them, and excise the remediation work which is a cost to them but a benefit to Hamilton as a whole, to be put on hold for an
indefinite amount of time. In addition, the likelihood of the retained lands becoming an illegal dumping ground for contaminated soils
skyrockets, as the owners will not have the same incentive they currently do to monitor and address any of these illegal and hazardous
practices, which are a well documented issue in many parts of Hamilton but of particular concern in this location where any
contaminants can easily migrate into the water at the bay (where already the city and others have undertaken immense restoration
work). 

Thank you for considering my comments, and I hope that at the very least even if this severance is approved it will be approved with
additional conditions to address the concerns raised.

Regards, 

Lucia Iannantuono
14 Wesanford Place, Hamilton ON, L8P 1N6


