
Fighting Climate Denial in the Trump Era

Exploring climate action, hope and risks for a carbon-free transition

Donald Trump calls climate change "a hoax". He has launched an unprecedented assault on the

environment, instigating 145 actions to undo rules protecting clean air, water and a livable climate in his

administration’s first 100 days. The new head of the Environmental Protection Agency boasted that he is

“driving a dagger straight into the heart of the climate change religion”. 

While Trump operates south of the border, and while we might have dodged a bullet with Poilievre, the

danger to Ontario is real.

In spite of all his bluster about standing up to Trump, Doug Ford is in lock step with him. To quote

Victor Doyle: "Bill 5 is alarmingly similar to President Trump’s modus operandi – demeaning,

dismantling, or simply overriding environmental protection and democratic frameworks to facilitate

corporate profiteering."

Join our guest speaker, Prof. Danny Harvey, as we look at the risks and hopes for climate action.

Professor Harvey is on the editorial board of the journal Climate Change and has been lead author of an

IPCC report as well as two textbooks on climate science. He co-chaired Toronto’s special advisory

committee that led the city to be the first in the world to adopt a municipal greenhouse gas reduction

program.

In other news

Bill 5 must be stopped!

True to form, the Ontario government has resorted to newspeak again in labelling Bill 5 the Protect

Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act. Who gets this "protection"? Ford's government and its
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wealthy developer cronies. Certainly not endangered species and their habitats or the democratic rights

of Ontarians. 

If passed, Bill 5 would replace the Endangered Species Act with the so-called Species Conservation Act,

a shell that removes all references to the habitat of endangered species, enabling development on

sensitive land with virtually no oversight and recourse.

The Bill would also hand virtually unlimited power to the Provincial Cabinet through Schedule 9, the

proposed Special Economic Zones Act, enabling the Ford government to unilaterally exempt “trusted

proponents” and “designated projects” within these zones from having to comply with provincial and

municipal laws.

As Environmental Defence puts it, "Schedule 9 is extreme and anti-democratic because it delegates the

elected legislature’s power to determine what laws govern Ontario to the premier and his chosen

cabinet. It also enables them to arbitrarily apply different laws (or no laws) to different people."

Opposition to Bill 5 is building quickly. For more information, see:

CCLA Slams Ontario’s Power Grab in Bill 5 (Canadian Civil Liberties Association)

Don’t let Premier Ford silence nature — or you (David Suzuki Foundation)

Demystifying Bill 5: How Doug Ford’s Omnibus Bill guts environmental protections (Ecojustice)

Stop Bill 5 (Environmental Defence)

Help the Ontario Greens STOP BILL 5 - before it's too late (Green Party of Ontario)

A Moment to Mobilize for Nature in Ontario (Ontario Nature Blog)

There's also a great compilation of resources, together with actions you can take, at the Linktree Defend

Endangered Species site.

* While the Ontario PCs may have had an electoral majority thanks to our undemocratic electoral

system, they received only 43% of votes cast and represent only 20% of eligible voters.

At the federal level, leadnow is hosting a petition requesting Prime Minister Carney to make Canada's

voting system fair and proportional. Resulting in more influence for the NDP and the Green Party, PR

may be the single best thing we can do to protect the environment.

Add your name to the petition

Untested nuclear reactors for the Darlington Nuclear

Station

Bill 5 is just one of a series of autocratic and illogical actions being tabled by Doug Ford's new

"majority"* government.

They claim that these four new reactors will cost $20.9 billion and take 10 years to build. In reality, the

price tag will be far higher and the implementation time far longer. They will require enriched uranium

to be imported from the US, subjecting Ontarians to Trump's (and his successor's) whims, threatening

our energy security.

It boggles the mind that this government, which trumpets its supposed business acumen and efficiency,

refuses to consider the cheaper, faster, safer, cleaner and proven option of renewables. While the rest of

the world moves forward with renewables, Ontario is moving backwards.

The Ontario Clean Air Alliance (OCAA) has released an independent report comparing the cost of these

nuclear reactors with that of renewable energy.

Send a message to Doug Ford
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In more welcome news...

Councillors reject developer’s plan to axe 600-plus trees

in Ancaster

Last month, we highlighted Elite Developments' proposal to cut down more than 600 trees in oprder to

build 17 luxury houses.

We're pleased to report that City Council rejected the proposal, calling it "pretty much the least efficient

use of land possible in an urban area".

Read more in The Hamilton Spectator.

Save the dates

Elders 4 Climate Sanity (E4CS)

Fri 23 May, 11:30am - 12:30pm

King & Sydenham in Dundas.

Fri 6 June, 11:30am - 12:30pm

Second Cup corner in Westdale.

Fri 13 June, 7 - 8:30pm

Art Crawl: Cathedral Garden, James and Barton.

Fri 27 June, 11:30am - 12:30pm

RBC at King & McNab.

Hamilton 350:  website  |  email

For more information, visit the E4C

page.
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