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ACTION UPbATE*‘*f

"Sometlmes to do the rlght thlng you have to
break a law" — Edward Snowdon

On 22 March, four members of H350's Elders 4 Climate Sanity (E4CS) occupied the RBC
branch in Dundas. They were asked to leave. They refused. The manager threatened to call the

police. They stood their ground.

Hours later, half a dozen uniformed police officers arrived and said they were breaking the law.
Believing that their moral duty to protect the planet trumps a law that protects those who fund its
destruction, they still refused. They were arrested and now have an upcoming court case on 12

June.

Wednesday, 22 May 2024, 7 - 8:30pm
Online meeting: Zoom link

This meeting is open to all—feel free to invite others.

Our guest speaker, Matthew Behrens, is a well-known
social justice activist and journalist with Rabble, NOW

and other progressive publications.

Matthew has extensive experience with what is usually called "civil disobedience", but he points to
the growing body of international law aimed at protecting the earth and all its inhabitants. He argues

that those engaging in sit-ins are in fact acting in concert with the law, not breaking it.

He will be joined by Hamilton 350's E4CS to examine the role of civil resistance and the bank-

sponsored climate crisis.

Also on the agenda: Bill 185—hot on the heels of Bill 165

As though it wasn't enough to be fighting Bill 165—the paradoxically named Keeping Energy Costs
Down Act, we're now facing Bill 185—with the equally Orwellian title of the Cutting Red Tapes to
Build More Homes Act.

As the Ontario Headwaters Institute puts it, Bill 185 represents "a death knell for environmental

protection, sound planning, and legal rights in Ontario". And as per Environmental Defence, Bill 185



https://shorturl.at/bkyHY
https://ontarioheadwaters.ca/please-sign-our-petition-on-the-travesty-of-bill-185-et-al/
https://environmentaldefence.ca/2024/05/06/ontarios-bill-185-new-provincial-planning-statement-pose-a-serious-threat-to-farmland-wetlands-habitats-and-housing-options/

would make "settlement boundaries meaningless", resulting in "a wave of sprawl developer led

attacks in every community".

The bill would abolish regional planning and the right of appeal on Official Plans and Zoning By-

Laws to the Ontario Land Tribunal for virtually everyone other than developers.

Segueing back to our keynote topic, Hamilton 350 will continue to work with our allies to oppose

this bill in any way we can. We welcome your participation—sprawl affects us all!

Creating an EcoHub at Art Crawls and Open Streets

The Elders 4 Climate Sanity are upping our presence on Hamilton's streets.

At Art Crawl on 10 May, we had a table in front of the Cathedral
on James St. N., where we were joined by representatives of other

groups, including Acorn and EcoWHam.

We encourage other environmental groups to connect with us in
expanding an EcoHub alliance at the next Art Crawl on 14 June

and at Open Streets on 26 May and 23 June.

We will also be holding one of our regular Bank Actions at
Sydenham and King Streets in Dundas between 11:30 and 12:30
on 24 May.

In Other News

Shelve Bill 185 and changes to the Provincial Planning Statement
As per The Alliance for a LIveable Ontario (ALO), these plans "shape all development in the
Province. They will destroy farmland, natural areas and housing affordability. We need to stop these

from becoming law!"

Combined, they will ® build the wrong type of housing (big, expensive single family homes) in the
wrong places (on farmland, natural areas); ® destroy farmland, natural assets and water resources;
and ® divert construction workers and materials away from building the right type of affordable

housing we need in the places we want to live.

ALO has a letter targeted at the Province that you can read and endorse here. Please note that the

deadline for endorsing is midnight on Thursday, 16 May.

A huge waste of $2.2 billion!
As reported by the Ontario Clean Air Alliance (OCAA), the Independent Electricity System Operator

(IESO) has given Ontario Power Generation (OPG) a $2.2 billion contract to build a new gas peaker

plant in Napanee.

This plant is a hugely expensive and climate wrecking way to deal with short periods of peak
electricity demand. Programs that provide incentives to reduce or shift electricity use during peak

periods can cost 80-95% less than power from this polluting peaker plant.

OCAA has a message you can send to Ontario's Auditor General and various politicians, asking for a

value-for-money audit of the Napanee Gas Plant contract.



https://www.liveableontario.ca/alliance-resources/action-heading-in-the-wrong-direction
https://www.cleanairalliance.org/leadership-needed-for-a-gas-free-ontario-cloned/#newmode-embed-21684-66237

Heat pumps for all
350 Canada has launched a new Heat Pumps for All campaign. The first step is a petition to MPs in

every federal riding, calling on them to champion a Universal Heat Pump Program, overseen by a

new publicly-owned entity that produces, distributes, and installs heat pumps in homes across the
country. With built-in tenant protections, this program would save lives, cut our bills, and protect the

planet.

Myths about heat pumps

Heat pumps now feature in most proposals for cutting greenhouse gas emissions to net-zero by mid-
century in order to meet the globally agreed aim of avoiding dangerous climate change. Yet they

continue to be the subject of hostile and misleading reporting across many mainstream media outlets.

In this article, Carbon Brief fact-checks 18 of the most common and persistent myths about heat

pumps.
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