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Enbridge and Doug Ford want you to pay for
installing fossil gas lines in new
developments!

Join MPP Jessica Bell (University-Rosedale), MPP Peter Tabuns (Toronto-Danforth) and
special guests from Environmental Defence and the Ontario Clean Air Alliance (OCAA) for
a webinar on how to fight Doug Ford's planned reversal of the Ontario Energy Board (OEB)
decision to stop Enbridge from forcing existing customers to subsidize the cost of fossil gas

lines to new housing developments.

Wednesday, 6 March 2024, 7pm
Click here to register

The provincial Tories are planning to overrule the independent energy regulator and hand

Enbridge Gas a $120-a-year per household rate hike to subsidize the expansion of fossil gas.

In December 2023, the OEB* ruled that Enbridge could not continue to bill its entire customer base
for the installation of new fossil gas lines. According to Environmental Defence, “developers can
receive a subsidy worth up to $6,000 per [new] home, with an average of $4,500 per home”. Since
gas users across the province now pay for these subsidies, the OEB decision would effectively result

in Enbridge Gas customers saving $6000 over five years.


https://www.jessicabellmpp.ca/rsvp_energy_and_affordability

The OEB pointed to the increasing popularity of heat pumps and concluded that new pipes “used to
serve existing and new Enbridge Gas customers will become stranded because of the energy
transition”. The trend to reduce the use of "natural" gas (a fossil fuel that is nearly all methane) will
only accelerate, for existing Enbridge Gas customers and occupants of new housing developments
alike.

The lifetime cost of owning and operating heat pumps is already lower than fossil gas, even before
announced increases in the federal carbon tax, and residents will continue to receive the quarterly tax
rebates from Ottawa. Heat pumps also provide air conditioning and are far more efficient than fossil

fuel-driven appliances.

The day after the OEB decision, Todd Smith, Ontario's Minister of Energy, announced that the Ford
government will take the unprecedented step of overturning it. This declaration was issued on the
Friday before Christmas. On February 27, the Conservatives unveiled legislation to not only reverse

the OEB decision but also to end its independence and fire its chair.

Enbridge has been campaigning against the OEB ruling and has written to municipal councils across
Ontario. But even before the request was formally received, Hamilton City Council voted

unanimously to support the OEB decision. Other city councils are doing the same.

The Hamilton 350 Committee, Hamilton City Council, and many other organizations are uniting in a
campaign to oppose the Ford government's reversal of the OEB decision, its intention to fire the
independent chair of the OEB, its ongoing subsidies to developers and Enbridge Gas, and its wilful
disregard of climate damage.

A motion crafted by Ancaster councillor Craig Cassar was approved on February 14 in a 12-0 vote.
Cassar pointed to the City’s 2019 climate emergency decision and noted that “the construction of
new methane gas pipelines, which have 60-year lifetimes, should not be subsidized because they are
inconsistent with the City’s climate targets and will result in higher carbon emissions, higher energy
bills, higher future decarbonization retrofit costs to get off fossil fuel heating, and a continued

financial drain as dollars leave the province to pay for fossil fuels extracted in other jurisdictions.”

We urge you to attend the 6 March webinar to get more details and to see how you can help fight this

autocratic decision by the provincial Conservative Party.

* The OEB is an independent energy regulator, controlling the price a monopoly like Enbridge can
impose on its customers. It examines Enbridge s justifications for its proposed price increases in

public hearings.

If you can't make the Webinar...

Environmental Defence has provided a tool to
enable you to connect by phone with your MPP
and leave a message. They've also provided a

and healthy communities. number of talking point to help get the message
across.

Jointhe.movement.



https://environmentaldefence.ca/newmode/tell-your-mpp-you-want-affordable-and-clean-energy/
https://environmentaldefence.ca/newmode/tell-your-mpp-you-want-affordable-and-clean-energy/

You can also stay in touch with Hamilton 350 via our website or by sending us a message.
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