View in browser

Hamilton ¢

As we head into 2024, we at Hamilton 350 are discussing ways that we can be
more impactful and how we can raise our visibility in the community. We'll be
discussing this in our January Action Update, on Wednesday, 17 January at
7pm. We'd love to get your input. Please consider joining us on the Zoom call
or, if you can't make it, sending us a message with your ideas.

In the meantime, we're continuing to fight for climate action in Hamilton.
Check out some recent news and planned activities.

Ontario PCs want you to pay more on your Enbridge bills to
fund dirty gas

The Ontario Energy Board has ruled that Enbridge cannot charge its gas
customers for pipelines for new customers because we should be getting off
dirty gas. The Ontario government says it will overturn this decision, forcing
higher prices on the public while worsening the already-critical climate crisis.

H350 is opposing the Ford government's plans. We spoke out publicly this past
week and will continue to do so moving forward as part of our priority
campaign to get off fossil gas.

Transit and the City of Hamilton 2024 budget

H350 members have made numerous delegations to City Council this term in
support of our ongoing campaign for electric, frequent and free HSR. We also
participated in the Keep Transit Public campaign in the fall. We plan to keep
the pressure up by speaking to City Council on 16 January as part of the 2024
budget hearings and supporting the Hamilton and District Labour Council's
Care Fare Transit proposals to phase out transit fares for seniors, high school
students, and Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) recipients.

Public transit is not only good for climate mitigation but a necessary climate
adaptation measure to help people in our city deal with the cost of living
impacts of the climate crisis. Everything from food to infrastructure is going to
cost more as long as we continue to destroy the nature that sustains us. To be
resilient locally to these global system shocks, we need fare-free options for
people who can't afford to live car-centric lives

Elders for Climate Sanity (E4CS)

E4CS are continuing their actions outside RBC and other fossil bank branches,
calling on them to stop funding fossil fuel infrastructure and for bank
customers to transfer their accounts to a credit union.

There was a protest at the "four banks" corner in Dundas on 12 January, and
there'll be another one in Westdale on 26 Jan. See Upcoming Events for details.
Bank staff are threatening to have them arrested; E4CS volunteers are saying
"bring it on!"

The Elders received some good feedback about their New Year's Resolution to
divest from the banks. You can find out more about it on their Divestment
webpage, including a link to the Climate Pledge Collective, which provides
helpful information about divesting from your fossil bank.

A call for volunteers

Are you feeling overwhelmed by all the stories about the climate emergency? A
growing body of research is suggesting that the best way to deal with "eco-
anxiety" is to get involved in whatever way you can. If you're interested in
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being part of the action locally, feel free to join any of our Action Group online
meetings. They're public events, with the dates and link locations available
from Upcoming Events.

Don't feel you have enough information to be useful? None of us did at first.
Our Welcoming Committee would be happy to set you up with a "buddy" in

your area of interest.
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