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What does the future of climate
activism look like?

The climate crisis poses a disproportionate threat to young people. We need
urgent action now to avoid a disastrous legacy for the generations to come. At
the same time, today's youth are becoming a driving force in advocating for a
low-carbon and climate-resilient future.

Young climate activists’ recent legal victory in a Montana court case shows
“climate litigation is progressing in a good direction all over the continent,”
according to Alex Neufeldt, one of seven young people who have taken the

Ontario government to court for rolling back the province’s climate targets.

Our next Action Update will feature a panel of young people to discuss their
concerns and ideas for ongoing action. We're in the process of finalizing the
participants and will follow up with a reminder closer to the date.

Wednesday, 30 August 2023, 7pm
This meeting is open to all: Zoom link

Feel free to distribute this invitation widely, especially to any young people you
know who are concerned about the climate emergency.

Also on the agenda

A significant majority of Canadians—young and old alike—are worried about
and want action on the climate crisis. The record temperatures, wildfires, and
devastating floods of 2023 have only increased that concern and underlined the
extreme urgency for action. Many people are looking for direction on what
they can do.

Here in Ontario, we have a big opportunity. The damning Auditor General's
report on Greenbelt removals has sparked a media storm that continues to
batter the Ford government. News articles, editorials and letters to the editor
have dominated the news cycle for the past week. Prolonged political crises
like this often force concessions and reversals.

Hamilton has the second-largest block removed from the Greenbelt (Book
Road), land that the AG says is substantially owned by one of the two big
developers that are getting an $8.3 billion windfall from the Ford government.
We'll share recent news from our Conservation Matters subgroup and highlight
two major events planned to send a strong message to the Conservatives.

Read H350 member Don McLean's pointed response to the Greenbelt
scandal, to be published as an opinion piece in The Hamilton Spectator on
Saturday, 19 August.

Aerial footage of some of Hamilton's
Greenbelt lands, courtesy of CBC.

Also see this commentary from The
Star Editorial Board, published in the
Hamilton Spectator: The Progressive
Conservatives are playing Ontarians
for fools on Greenbelt development.

In other news


file:///var/www/html/public/%7B%7B%20mirror%20%7D%7D
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2023/08/16/news/victory-us-ontario-youth-celebrates-montana-climate-case-win
https://mcmaster.zoom.us/j/96150789998
https://auditor.on.ca/
https://hamilton350climate.org/2023/08/18/greenbelt-winners-and-losers/
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2254034499899
https://www.thespec.com/opinion/editorials/the-progressive-conservatives-are-playing-ontarians-for-fools-on-greenbelt-development/article_d644910b-bab4-59cd-b9f4-72f3194941fe.html

Enbridge relied on faulty
study to pitch Ontario gas
network expansion

A key study used by Enbridge in its
application to expand its Ontario gas
network erroneously inflated the cost
of switching from gas to electricity to
heat buildings by billions of dollars.

Read more in the National Observer
15 Aug 2023

What the fossil fuel industry
doesn’t want you to know

TED Countdown talk by Al Gore:
“[The fossil fuel industry has] used
fraud on a massive scale. They have
used [...] their legacy and political
and economic networks [...] to
capture the policy-making process in
too many countries around the
world.” July 2023

Heatwaves

The provincial government could make a small change to Ontario’s Residential
Tenancies Act to add a maximum temperature of 26°C as a vital service which
landlords must maintain. This would force landlords to install air conditioners
and keep tenants safe from increasing heat. Add your voice to a leadnow
petition.

H350 is also lobbying City Council to make the HSR and Darts transit systems
free on designated heatwave days for people who can't afford air conditioning.
Read the proposal on our website.

Keeping public transit public

Hamilton’s LRT is set to begin construction next spring, and once again is
under threat of privatization from Doug Ford and Metrolinx. The Hamilton
District Labour Council (HDLC) has been working with allied groups to mount

a #KeepTransitPublic petition campaign.

Darlington's new nuclear project

Doug Ford’s plan to build new nuclear reactors at the Darlington and Bruce
Nuclear Stations is a costly mistake. According to a new report released by the
Ontario Clean Air Alliance, the cost of electricity from a new nuclear reactor
would be 3.6 times greater than the cost of onshore wind, three times greater
than the cost of solar power, and 1.7 times greater than the cost of offshore
wind. Use this letter template to send a message to Doug Ford and Todd Smith,
Minister of Energy.

Upcoming events

E4CS at Sundays
UnLocked

Sunday, 20 August | 4 - 6pm
Locke St. S.

Join H350's Elders for Climate Sanity
as they spread the word about RBC
and the other big banks—as well as


https://www.nationalobserver.com/2023/08/15/news/enbridge-relied-faulty-study-pitch-ontario-gas-network-expansion
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/video/ted-talk-2023?utm_campaign=2030&utm_medium=email&utm_source=general&ms=AGTEDEmail0823&emci=833db6ff-ba36-ee11-a3f1-00224832eb73&emdi=2fac6648-9637-ee11-a3f1-00224832eb73&ceid=2236642
https://act.leadnow.ca/max-temp-for-renters/?utm_source=leadnow&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=blast2023-07-17
https://hamilton350climate.org/2023/07/10/heat-emergency-proposal/
https://keeptransitpublic.com/
https://www.cleanairalliance.org/sensible/

. N the Canada Pension Plan Investment
Elders for Climate Sanity . o . A
sundays UnLocked Board—jeopardizing our children's
e futures by continuing to subsidize

Where: Locke St S at Sunday UnLocked fossil fuel extraction and use.

Did you know Canadian Pension Funds
are financing a climate disaster?

Did you know RBC is the biggest #°
financier of fossil fuel
in the world?

Learn more
this Sunday

Sign our letter *
demanding that CPPI
and banks do better!
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Hamilton Glowriders

Saturday, 19 August | 8pm

and Saturday, 23 September |
8pm

Meet up at Corktown Park

A friendly and leisurely group bicycle
ride around the city with bikes and
riders decked out in lights and glow
sticks. The ride is open to anyone of
any cycling ability. Help spread
friendly cycling vibes! It starts at
8:30pm and lasts an hour or two.

Hamilton Stop Sprawl
Rally

Tuesday, 22 August | 5:30pm
Queenston Rd. & Nash Rd. S.
We're looking for a strong turnout
outside MPP Neil Lumsden's office to
send a strong message to the Ford
government that they will be held
accountable for their actions. It's
especially important that we build on
the momentum that the AG's report is
generating.

Stop Sprawl/Environment Hamilton Planning
Session

Thursday, 14 September | 6pm
Ancaster Memorial Arts Centre
357 Wilson St E, Ancaster
Following on from the rally outside
Neil Lumsden's office, there will be a
hugely significant assembly of
everyone who deplores Ford's
Greenbelt give-away at the 470-seat
Ancaster Memorial Arts Centre to
discuss next steps. We urge you to
make your presence felt—hopefully, it
will be standing room only!

More details will be available as we get nearer to the date.

See also Upcoming Events on the Hamilton 350 website for a complete list.
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