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A Call to Action

The Hamilton 350 Action Update scheduled for 19 July has
been cancelled given that it's in the heart of holiday season with
many people away.

We're taking the opportunity to evaluate our priorities and define a
strategy for combating fossil fuel extraction and use with a focus on
its consequences in Hamilton. We'll use the Action Update scheduled
for Wednesday, 30 August to present this strategy to our wider
membership and request feedback and comments.

The future is now!

Scientists have been warning us for decades about the climate crisis.
Yet while our society has proved able to mobilize around an
immediate crisis such as COVID-19, we're not so good at addressing
future threats.

We read about the issues and we hope someone, somewhere, will do
something about it. But the record for the hottest day on the planet in
human history was just broken three times last week. And we felt the
effects here and now in Hamilton.

We have the technology today to slow down global warming and
mitigate its effects. What we're lacking is the political will. Our
governments act only when they're afraid that not acting will hurt
them at the ballot box. So why aren't we pushing them harder to take
direct action rather than just paying lip service to the problem?

"Our government won't listen anyway so what's the point? What
impact can I have as an individual?"

Quite a lot, as it turns out.

Success stories

Hamilton 350 has had successes on a number of fronts. But the
reality is that we're a volunteer organization and we're spread pretty
thin. We need more people to step up and participate in front-line
actions as well as in back-room organization.

Here are a few examples of what we've been able to accomplish
recently:

¢ Focused public attention on Enbridge's plan to build a new gas
pipeline to ArcelorMittal Dofasco, which would increase fossil
gas usage in Hamilton by nearly 20 per cent. We researched
emission-free alternatives with help from numerous experts,
delegated to City Council, met with MPP Sandy Shaw and MP
Filomena Tassi, and published several opinion pieces in the
Hamilton Spectator.

e Successfully intervened on a proposed warehouse development
in the Airport Employment Growth District (AEGD), next to a
provincially significant wetland. As a result, the wetland, its 30-
metre buffer, and a significant forest are being transferred to
City ownership, with much more stringent construction
conditions and guaranteed public access.

e Organized interventions into the water-taking permit from
Ancaster Creek of Ancaster Golf and Country Club. While the
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result is pending, over 60 people intervened.

¢ Intervened in GFL’s proposal to establish a fossil gas-fueled dust
recycling plant in north Hamilton and filed an escalation request
to the Ministry of the Environment, in collaboration with
Councillor Nrinder Nann'’s office.

e In conjunction with the Council of Canadians and the Hamilton
and District Labour Council, campaigned for free, frequent and
electric transit, delegating twice to City Council. Succeeded in
getting the mayor and five councillors to commit to setting up a
Committee of Council to examine the proposal.

e Published a series of webinars on conservation matters, plus one
on the Ford government's decimation of the Ontario Wetland
Evaluation System (OWES), with guests including two wetlands
professors from McMaster University and two staff from
Conservation Halton.

e Hosted public meetings in which Lynda Lukasik, Hamilton's
Director of Climate Change Initiatives, and Jen Baker, Project
Coordinator of Hamilton's Biodiversity Action Plan, were
keynote speakers.

This is in addition to the many one-off events and actions we've
organized, and the ongoing work of our various subcommittees. For
example, see our recent proposal sent to each Hamilton councillor
regarding making the air conditioned HSR buses fare-optional during
heat emergencies.

The clock is ticking. The IPCC says that we must attain a 50 per cent
reduction in emissions by 2030. We in Hamilton must do our share in
ensuring that this happens. We have a sympathetic city council, a
hostile and counter-productive provincial government, and a federal
government that mouths some of the right words.

We urgently need to crank up the pressure where it's most effective,
and "we" means all of us. We understand that everyone leads busy
lives and many people are struggling to stay afloat in this economic
climate. But if you have any time at all to spare, your active
participation would be greatly appreciated as we define our goals and
priorities for the rest of the year and beyond.

To find out more, please consider attending the Action Update on
Wednesday, 30 August from 7 to 8:30pm. We'll send a reminder
with the Zoom link as we approach that date.

Sincere thanks,
The Hamilton 350 Steering Committee
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