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What	is	the	City	doing	on
biodiversity?

		

Monthly	Update
Wednesday,	17	May	2023,	7pm
This	meeting	is	open	to	all:	Zoom	link

Guest	speaker:	
Jen	Baker,	Biodiversity	Action	Plan	(BAP)	Coordinator

Biodiversity	is	in	decline,	both	globally	and	locally.	To	protect	and
rehabilitate	our	unique	biodiversity	assets,	the	City	of	Hamilton	has
adopted	a	Biodiversity	Action	Plan	(BAP)	that	will	see	the	City	and
local	conservation	community	partner	organizations	work	together	to
enact	change.	Through	these	collaborations,	actions	will	be	taken	for
protecting,	enhancing,	and	restoring	biodiversity	in	Hamilton.
	
Jen	Baker,	Land	Trust	Manager	of	the	Hamilton	Naturalists'	Club,
was	recently	appointed	coordinator	of	the	BAP.	Jen	will	present	an
overview	of	the	BAP	at	our	monthly	meeting	and	will	be	available	to
answer	your	questions.

Also	on	the	Agenda
Fossil	Fuel	Resistance:	AMD	and	Green	Hydrogen

The	City	of	Hamilton	is	strongly	considering	launching	a
Decarbonization	Hub,	with	the	assistance	of	funding	from	the	Federal
Government	and	others,	and	guidance	from	the	Transition
Accelerator.	
	
Dave	Carson	presented	a	compelling	case	to	the	City’s	General	Issues
Committee	for	positioning	a	drive	to	more	fully	decarbonize	by	far
the	largest	GHG	emitting	source	in	the	city--ArcellorMittal	Dofasco
(AMD)--by	transitioning	to	green	hydrogen	fuel	source	instead	of
fossil	gas.	
	
Dave	will	recap	his	delegation	at	our	monthly	meeting.

Conservation	Matters:	Fight	the	sprawl

In	the	wake	of	the	provincial	government’s	forced	urban	boundary
expansions,	the	City	has	begun	a	public	process	on	how	to	deal	with
rural	lands	that	are	being	forcibly	urbanized.	
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Hamilton	350	urges	you	to	participate	in	this	process	and	to	submit
your	comments	to	ensure	that	the	results	are	“equitable,	climate
resilient,	and	focused	on	creating	great	communities	for	people	to
live,	work	and	play".

We	should	treat	this	as	a	continuation	of	our	efforts	to	minimize
urban	expansion,	minimize	destruction	of	farmland	and	natural
features,	and	minimize	climate	change	and	urban	sprawl,	as	well	as
maximizing	resilience	to	climatic	impacts.	All	of	these	objectives	and
more	can	be	advanced	within	this	process.	And	city	council	needs	as
much	support	and	encouragement	as	possible	to	achieve	them.	
	
For	more	background	on	this,	and	to	add	your	voice,	see	our	article
on	the	H350	website.

Get	Involved

Friday,	12	May	2023,	7:30pm
Elders	for	Climate	Sanity	at	the	James	Street	Art	Crawl
The	Hamilton	350	Elders	will	be	at	each	of	the	Art	Crawls	on	the
second	Friday	of	the	summer	months,	building	up	to	a	climax	at
Super	Crawl	in	September.	To	join	them	on	12	May	in	calling	out
BMO,	TD,	the	tar	sands,	and	other	climate	disasters,	meet	at	the
Anglican	cathedral	on	James	Street	North	at	7:30pm.
	
The	Elders	will	also	be	continuing	their	bank	actions	through	the
summer.	Join	them	in	conjunction	with	Decolonial	Solidarity	on
Friday,	19	May	from	11:30am	-	12:30pm	at	the	RBC	branch	at	21
King	St.	W.	
	
Other	dates	and	actions	to	pencil	in	are:
	

https://hamilton350climate.org/get-involved/conservation-matters/fight-the-sprawl/


Fri	2	June,	Sat	17	June,	and	Fri	30	June:	bank	locations	TBD
(keep	an	eye	on	the	H350	website	for	details).
	
Sun	18	Jun,	10am	-	2pm:	Open	Streets	(King	St.	E.	will	be	closed
to	vehicles	from	John	St.	to	Gage	Park).
	
Locke	St.	Unlocked,	one	Sunday	in	each	summer	month	(dates
TBD).
	
Festival	of	Friends,	4	-	6	August	at	Gage	Park.

	

Wednesday,	17	May	2023,		12	-	1pm
Impacts	of	Proposed	Provincial	Planning	Statement
Ontario	Farmland	Trust
Learn	about	the	changes	proposed	in	the	new	Provincial	Policy
Statement,	particularly	around	proposals	to	change	the	severance
policy,	the	potential	impacts	of	these	changes	to	Ontario’s
agricultural	sector	and	rural	communities,	and	how	you	can	take
action.
	
Register	here	for	this	online	webinar.

Take	Action	on	“Sprawl	Everywhere”	Bill	97
Environmental	Defence
On	the	eve	of	a	major	holiday,	the	provincial	government	proposed
major	changes	to	the	provincial	policy	statement	which	will	gut	many
of	Ontario’s	remaining	planning	requirements.	Ontarians	need	to
speak	out	because	these	new	changes	will	destroy	forests	and
farmland,	make	future	transit	projects	all-but	impossible	and	slow
our	efforts	to	build	more	affordable	housing	in	walkable
neighbourhoods.
	
Send	a	one-click	email	here.	
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Hamilton	Naturalists'	Club	
We	need	your	help	to	update	the	biological	inventories	of	several
nature	sanctuaries.	Knowing	what	species	are	present	and	where
they	are	means	we	can	better	protect	them	now	and	for	future
generations.	With	more	eyes	on	the	ground,	we	might	even	spot	a	few
new	or	rare	species!	Now	more	than	ever	we	need	to	come	together
and	ensure	the	continued	protection	of	these	natural	spaces.
	
There	are	8	counts	planned	in	various	locations	between	15	May	and
12	August.	Click	here	for	more	information	and	to	register.	

See	Upcoming	Events	on	the	Hamilton	350	website	for	a	complete
list.
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