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NATURAL ASSET MANAGEMENT

Nature is:

• One of the 

most vital 

assets

• Central to any 

resilient 

infrastructure 

system



WHAT ARE NATURAL ASSETS?



GRINDSTONE CREEK PROJECT

Project Partners

Cities of Burlington and Hamilton, 
Conservation Halton (CH), Royal Botanical 
Gardens (RBG), Greenbelt Foundation

Work led by Municipal Natural Assets 
Initiative (MNAI)

Purpose

 To Identify, understand, and quantify the 
roles of natural assets as a component 
of services such as flood mitigation, 
storm water management, and water 
quality control

 Determine the costs and benefits of the 
natural assets providing these services in 
comparison to engineered alternatives 
and/or long-term operations and 
maintenance for engineered assets               
(e.g., diversion channels, storm water 
management ponds).



STUDY FINDINGS

• Natural assets = $2 billion for stormwater management (e.g., peak flow
reduction and infiltration) to replace with engineered infrastructure

• Natural assets = $34 million annually in other benefits including erosion
control, carbon storage, and recreation

• Robust watershed assessments require consistent, well-managed data

• Natural assets do not align with political boundaries, and local governments rely
on natural assets owned or managed by others

• Collaboration and coordinated action at a watershed scale is vital for effective
natural asset management.



KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

• Develop a collaborative watershed
management strategy and plan for the
Grindstone Creek watershed

• Develop collaborative monitoring plan

• Restore natural assets in high-risk
areas

Grindstone Creek Watershed Natural 
Assets Management Project

Summary Report

Full Report



CONSERVATION HALTON (CH) WETLANDS

https://camaps.maps.arcgis.c
om/apps/webappviewer/inde
x.html?id=a2928bf280194294
a4027111f8ff284a



CH WETLANDS: ONTARIO REGULATION 162/06

• CH regulates all wetlands, regardless of 

provincial status

• Extent of regulated area around wetlands 

determined by size and Provincial status:

• PSW or ≥2ha   = 120m

• Wetland ‹2ha   = 30m

• Development proposed within regulated 

area requires review and approval; not a 

‘no-touch’ zone

• 95% of wetlands that are Provincially 

Significant within CH watershed are 

complexes
https://www.conservationhalton.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2022/05/Consolidated-Policy-
document-26.11.20-Signed.pdf



ONTARIO WETLAND EVALUATION SYSTEM (OWES)

• Conservation Authorities have never been 

responsible for designating PSWs

• Prior to the changes, MNRF was the 

decision-making authority on which 

wetlands were designated as provincially 

significant. 

• The OWES is a science-based system that 

outlines a process and criteria to define, 

identify, and assess the functions and 

values of wetlands in Ontario, including 

determining which wetlands should be 

designated Provincially Significant.



OWES: CHANGES

Changes to the content in the OWES manuals 

include:

• Removing peer review of wetland evaluations 

formerly done by MNRF

• Removing wetland complexes from the 

evaluation

• Removing Endangered and Threatened species 

from the scoring framework

• Removing reference to CAs using evaluations 

as part of their regulatory review and as part 

of watershed planning



OWES: CHANGES

A Complete Evaluation 
(new section) 

A wetland evaluation, re-
evaluation or mapping 
update will be considered 
“complete” once it has been 
received by a decision maker 
addressing a land use 
planning and development 
or resource management 
matter.

Once an evaluation, re-
evaluation or mapping 
update is complete, the 
wetland evaluator must 
ensure that affected 
landowners of the property 
or properties containing the 
wetland are made aware in 
writing of any new wetland 
evaluations or amended 
wetland evaluations 
(wetland boundary and 
status).

2013 OWES Manual 2022 OWES ManualERO Posting

Any trained wetland evaluator may carry out a full 
wetland evaluation; however, all wetland evaluations 
must be reviewed and approved by the MNR before they 
are considered complete and ‘official’ (i.e. the wetland 
status may be used to make land use planning decisions). 
As part of the review of a submitted evaluation, MNR 
may amend certain scores, information, or features 
contained in the submitted evaluation. 

The local MNR office has a detailed understanding of the 
natural heritage features and functions of the area, has 
access to current and historic reports, may be aware of 
relevant information and reports not readily accessible to 
others, and has connections with other organizations that 
gather natural heritage information. 

Completed evaluations must be forwarded to the 
biologist/ecologist at the local MNR District or Area office 
in which the wetland is located. MNR will review and 
approve the evaluation. A wetland evaluation is not 
considered to be complete and official until MNR has 
signed off on the file.

A wetland evaluation, re-evaluation or mapping 
update will be considered complete and final once a 
trained wetland evaluator attests that they have 
undertaken an evaluation in accordance with OWES.

Once an evaluation, re-evaluation or mapping update 
is complete, the evaluator must: 

 Send the final evaluation (including associated 
wetland boundary mapping) to the appropriate 
planning authority (e.g., municipality, Niagara 
Escarpment Commission); in areas of the 
province without municipal organization, 
forward the final evaluation to the MNRF for 
record keeping purposes. 

 Notify any affected landowners of the property 
or properties containing the wetland of the 
final wetland boundary and wetland status; 

 Evaluators must also forward a copy of the final 
digital wetland boundary mapping and the 
wetland’s status (e.g., significant or not) to the 
MNRF within 30 days to be uploaded to Land 
Information Ontario (LIO).



WHAT CAN YOU DO?

• Be informed

• Talk to others about why natural assets 

are important

• Spread the word and share insights

• Watch registry for future postings

• Speak to your elected officials



Thank you for your
contributions to our success.


